
  

Our core texts will help us to explore and develop our 
reading, writing and speaking and listening skills. We will be 
learning to recite and compose poems, write animal fact 
files and travel journals and identifying authors and 
illustrators that we love 
Knowledge and skills: application of alternative spellings of GPCs in 
reading and writing; orally composing sentences before writing 
them and spelling some common words with increasing accuracy; 
drama and role-play; performance poetry;  

 

                                                      Year 1 
 
Through our topic - The Wonderful World of Books - we 
will focus on the UNESCO Sustainable Goals 14 (Life Below 
Water) and 15 (Life on Land) to explore all areas of the 
curriculum 
 
Our core texts are: 
The Snail and the Whale by Julia Donaldson 
Out and About by Shirley Hughes 
One Day So Many Ways by Laura Hall 

 

Addition & subtraction within 20 - representing and using 
number bonds and related subtraction facts within 20; adding and 
subtracting one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero 

Numbers to 50 – reading, writing, counting and comparing 
numbers up to 50, supported by objects and pictorial 

representations. Introducing length and height; Introducing 
weight and volume 
Knowledge and skills: developing confidence and mental fluency 
with whole numbers, counting and place value; working with 
numerals, words and the four operations; using practical resources 
such as concrete objects and measuring tools 
 
 

Geography: exploring the world as we journey with the snail and the 
whale; sharing the diversity of cultures and daily lives of children from 
different countries 
Knowledge and skills: developing knowledge about the world; using 
world maps, atlases and globes; referring to key vocabulary for physical 
and human geographical features 

Art: making clay models of the animal characters we meet in The Snail 
and the Whale; observational drawing of plants; painting landscapes 
with watercolours 
Knowledge and skills: using drawing, painting and sculpture to develop 
and share our ideas, experiences and imagination. 

Music: Carnival of the Animals by Saint-Saens; Musical Minis 
Knowledge and skills: using our voices expressively by singing songs and 
speaking chants and rhymes; listening with concentration and 
understanding to high-quality live and recorded music; playing tuned and 
un-tuned instruments musically 

Science: creating animal fact-files; keeping snails in the classroom 
to observe their structure and habits; exploring the conservation 
area and Victoria Park to bring the poems from the Out and About 
anthology to life 
Knowledge and skills: describing and comparing the structure of a 

variety of common animals; identifying seasonal and daily weather 

patterns; working scientifically by observing closely and comparing 
and contrasting familiar plants 

D&T: creating shoebox worlds; making books to celebrate our own 
poems in a class poetry anthology 
Knowledge and skills: use a range of materials creatively to design 
and make products  

Computing: filming news reports; e-safety  
Knowledge and skills: use technology purposefully to create, 
manipulate and retrieve digital content; use technology safely and 
respectfully 
 

 
 

 

PE: creating a dance based on the story of The Snail and the 
Whale; learning to play Tennis 
Knowledge and skills: perform dances using simple movement 
patterns; move with careful control and co-ordination; hit a 
ball with a racquet and direct it into space 

 
PSHE: focus on friendship – the impact of our 
behaviour on others and learning to be being good 
‘team’ members; Mindfulness – enjoying moments of 
calm; understanding and articulating our feelings 

Christianity 
Was it always easy for Jesus to be a friend? We are learning to 
identify when it is easy and difficult to show friendship 
The Easter Story. We are learning to know that Jesus is special to 
Christians and how his welcome on Palm Sunday shows this. 
 
Knowledge and Skills: using enquiry and the skills of evaluation 
and critical thinking;  what do we learn from religious traditions; 
the importance of symbols to express belief 

Our school values this term are: 
Peace 
Justice 

Our Philosophy for Children question is: 
What would our world be like without 

books? 

Learning Behaviours: 
Making choices and accepting 

consequences 

Living Well goal: 
benefits of physical activity during PE and 

outdoor playtimes 


