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MESSAGE FROM MRS JAYNE 
Firstly thank you for the many words of 
encouragement  and  thankyous the office and  I  have 
received  regarding communication  and our response 
to Coronavirus . We will keep you posted  with the 
ever-changing  situation by email . Please read 
carefully  to ensure to  have the correct info and we 
have included  details of helplines in this newsletter. It 
was also helpful to hear about the impact of increased 
handwashing on children’s skin . We have sought 
advice and  have ordered  some unperfumed 
moisturizer for the classrooms.    
We  had an amazing week  of STEAM activities  and a 
big thank you to the staff, Friend’s and parents for 
supporting this .  The children were full of enthusiasm  
when I visited the classes and I also saw  some 
amazing  peer support and sharing of knowledge.  
We were also treated to many other activities through 
out the week as you will see in the newsletter. 

STEAM WEEK: Planetarium 

 

It was also wonderful to see Rosie Tilbrook, Sue’s 
niece, who came to  St Andrew’s with her 
planetarium! Rosie is an Astrophysicist and 
currently researching new planets !  The children 
were taken on an adventure through space and 
learned about constellations and different 
planets! 
Thank you to Rosie and your colleagues , who 
provided this experience free of charge! 
 

Reminders: 
 

Please ensure all clothing and PE kits 
are labelled with your child’s name. 
Check out the lost property box if you 
have lost an item.  
 
Healthy snacks for break time include: 
fruit, cheese, vegetables or oat bars. 

 
For health and hygiene reasons,  please 

bring in a labelled water bottle for your 

child to drink from throughout the day. 

This should be taken home and washed 

daily.  

Please read the information sent via email on COVID
-19 ; and there is now a helpline for schools and 
parents if you have any queries. We would 
appreciate your support in reminding children 
about handwashing and bringing in individual 
water bottles.  
 
A reminder that school starts at 8:50 am and the 
playground opens at 8:45am. Being in school on 
time helps children to settle into the day.   



STEAM WEEK: 9 –13th March STEAM WEEK:  

Adults supporting were so impressed with 
the collaboration and support given by the 
older  helping and sharing knowledge with 
others.   

On Monday 9th March, we kick-started STEAM 
week by celebrating STEAM day. Children across 
the school worked in mixed aged groups through-
out the day and thoroughly enjoyed collaborating 
together.  
They participated in a number of different science , 
technology, maths, art and engineering activities: 
from  finger printing, paper people , creating ships 
from cubes , exploring our diverse school through 
flag making and  
understanding how animals adapt to suit harsh  
environments like penguins in Antarctica! 
The day was finishes with a chance to  
celebrate their learning  in assembly .  
Seth said —’I drew people they were all diverse– 
thank you Emily for helping me’ 
Kiera said—’I made a spider it was perfectly sym-
metrical . When they hatch they make a parachute 
from a web !’ 
Thankyou to all the parents who helped and to the 
staff and a special thanks to Mrs Shoubridge and 
Mr Maf for all the organizing and timetabling .  
 



STEAM WEEK 
“I really liked STEAM day because before it, I 
didn’t know that 2020 was the 200th 
anniversary of the first sighting of Antarctica.” 
Angelo, Y5. 
 

STEAM WEEK 

 



STEAM WEEK: 9 –13th March JERROME RECORDER GROUP  
 

Thank you to Mrs Nettell for organisng a visit 
from her recorder group . We were treated to a 
performance and also children from Nrs 
Nuttell’s  school recorder groups had chance 
to play alongside the group. The children then 
had the opportunity to ask questions to 
Debbie, the conductor about the group and 
learn about all the different types of recorders.  

 



STEAM WEEK: Explorer Dome 
The Explorer Dome company visited this week 
and took us all on a journey across the planet 
Earth! The theme was ‘Our Diverse Planet’. 
During the session, the children learned all about 
adaptation and food chains; and how the removal 
of one species, no matter how small can create a 
huge impact!  The big message was to do our bit 
to look after the world we love .  

 



STEAM WEEK: Fun Science 
Fun Science came to run workshops with the 
classes. The children in Year 5 and 6 enjoyed 
experimenting with a range of endothermic 
and exothermic reactions. 
 
Years 1— 4  made their own slime by looking  
at diverse materials – our world is full of so 
many weird and wonderful materials 
and scientists are always inventing more!  
 
Children experimented to find the best 
material to build a house, explore how 
polymers work and even made their own: 
slime!  
Key Stage 1 learned about being Eco-
Warriors in their workshops. 

STEAM WEEK: Dave Hickory’s Maths 
We were pleased to welcome Dave 
Hickory back to St Andrew’s to share his 
love for Maths  and inspire the children 
with fun, hands-on activities. 
Children in EYFS enjoyed an interactive 
show, having fun with shapes, numbers 
and non-standard measures. 

The workshop in Year 1and 2 helped to 
give the children confidence with shapes 
and standard/non-standard measures. The 
children made discoveries through using 

balloons to create and 
test their predictions! 
Year 3 and 4 were 
problem solving whilst 
using mathematical 
thinking - plus playing 
with 3D shapes made 
from balloons, making 
some amazing 
discoveries. 
Year 5 and 6 were 

using mathematical thinking for fun 
problem solving puzzles, making 
polyhedrons with balloons! 

 



 

DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATION CORONAVIRUS HELPLINE 

The DFE have launched a new helpline to answer questions about COVID-19 related to education. 
Staff, parents and young people can contact the helpline as follows: Phone: 0800 046 8687; 
Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk 
Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday) 

THE IMPORTANCE OF HYGIENE 

Personal hygiene is the most important way we can tackle COVID-19. Please help us in sharing 

simple and effective hand hygiene messages. 

Public Health England has a dedicated webpage with a range of posters and digital materials at: 

https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/101-coronavirus-/resources 

For health and hygiene reasons,  please bring in a labelled water bottle for your child 

to drink from throughout the day. This should be taken home and washed daily.  

mailto:DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/campaigns/101-coronavirus-/resources


 
 

Orla, Octavia, William W, Weronika,  

Josh W, Emmelia, Lea, Seth L, Emily, Alicja, 

Alicia H, Oliwia G, Giorgia, Nina, Luka,  

Vienna 

Learning Leaves 

Noah, Hannah, Jazzy, Max, Kevin, Katie, 

Dahlia, Lucas, Corey, Ola, Lily, Maurya, 

Ricky, Ben, Hayden, Emily, Oliver, Daphne, 

Nadia, Evie, Celeste, Vito, Amallie, Seb, 

Asia, Arabella, Ahmed, Talia, Evie, Freya, 

Louis, Dalaa, Heidi, Matty, Emma, Vienna, 

Nica, Evan, Dexter, Gabriele 

Golden Leaves 

Henry, Mir, Alicja, Olivia D, Keira, Suzanne,  

Nina, Whole of y5, Sridhanya, all of FS, 

Emilia, Tanisha, Laurie, William, Maisie, 

Greta, Billy, Ruby C, Ben 

PHOTOGRAPHY IN SCHOOL 

Please note that no photography or film-

ing is allowed on the school premises. 

This is the same for all assemblies, per-

formances and church services. 

FORTHCOMING DATES 

2nd April: Easter service at St 

Swithin’s, 1:45pm Cancelled  

Summer Fair date:  

Thursday 25 June 2020 

       Keeping your child safe online  

 
We were pleased to welcome   Gemma and 

Chloe our Community Police Officers to give 

advice and support to parents in keeping your 

children safe online .  

We have additional leaflets and information 

on the table by the school, office .  
 

HEALTH IN SCHOOL 

Just a reminder that if your child has had sickness or 

diarrhoea, they should remain off school for 48 hours 

after the last episode. Please call the school before 9am if 

your child is absent. 

There have also been several cases of headlice in 

school—please regularly check your child/ren’s hair and 

treat if necessary.   

NUT-FREE SCHOOL 

We would just like to remind you that we have  several 

children in school with nut allergies, and for their safety 

we ask if you can refrain from sending in lunch items or 

snacks that contain nuts, including peanut butter and 

cereal bars. Please check the ingredients if you are unsure 

if any food item contains nuts.  



ST ANDREW’S IS JOINING THE GREAT BIG SCHOOL CLEAN 2020 

Join us for the Great Big School Clean - part of 

the Great British September Clean 

     11-27 September 2020 

We will send a date out in the Summer term !  

When it comes to taking action on the environment, children and young people are 

leading the way and this is never more true than with the Great Big School Clean, part of 

Keep Britain Tidy’s Great British Spring Clean.   

After the Big Clean we will stop for a well deserved break with tea and coffee (and, yes, 

also biscuits!) kindly provided by The Friends of St Andrew’s 

More information on can be found at www.keepbritaintidy.org/get-involved/support-

our-campaigns/great-big-school-clean 

 CLIMATE AND ENVIRONMENT 
‘Each positive action we take has a double effect: it reduces emissions 

directly and encourages governments and businesses to be bolder in 

response.’ Absolute Zero: a report by UK FIRES, led by Professor Julian 

Allwood of Cambridge University, November 2019.  

The UK FIRES’ (a collaboration between five UK Universities – Cambridge, Oxford, Nottingham, Bath, 

Imperial College London) Absolute Zero report was debated in the House of Lords on 6th February.  

It argues that politicians and others have placed too much confidence in new technologies to meet  

the UK’s climate change commitments and instead focuses on how we can deliver absolute zero  

carbon emissions by 2050 with a combination of incremental changes to today’s technologies and 

lifestyle changes.  

This week’s Young Climate Warriors 

challenge encourages children to think 

about where the energy to heat our 

homes and power our fridges comes f 

rom and to save energy by ‘shutting the 

door on draughts’. We hope that, 

especially in this cold and blustery 

weather, this message will strike a  

chord with many of you! 



       HOMERUN - THE SCHOOL JOURNEYS PLATFORM 
 
 
 
We would like to kindly remind all parents and staff to sign up to HomeRun . 

To sign up please follow the instructions and the link sent via the email by the school 
office (please email info@homerun-app.com if you have any issue). 
 
St Andrew’s Church School are pleased to be trialling this innovative app that focusses 
on strengthening school communities and improving school journeys for everyone. 
 

The HomeRun App includes features such as: 
 Safe closed platform to allow communication between the school and parents 

 Journey Sharing and Travel Buddies: parents can find suitable nearby parents from 
the school, who are looking to share their journeys 

 Safeguarding older children independent journeys through real-time monitoring 
and notifications 

 Teachers and school staff can post targeted messages to parents and colleagues in 
real-time, via mobile and desktop devices 

More details on how HomeRun works and the benefits for parents and children can be 
found at https://www.homerun-app.com/schools 
 
 

WALKING SCHOOL BUS 
A group of parents is trying to set-up walking buses for children to be able to walk to school together.  
This will start in a very informal way, where children and parents will walk together; and if there is 
enough interest and support from other parents, it can become a more official walking bus where 
parents can drop off their children at the waking bus stop and the children can walk to school with 
other adults. 
Information on how many children walk to school and where from can be extracted from HomeRun 
(we would like to reassure you that for privacy reasons specific addresses or children’s names are not 
visible, only rough location), and HomeRun will be used as main app to manage the walking bus once it 
is set up so if you are interested please make sure you sign up and select the options related to walking 
and journey sharing. 
For any question please contact Delia (Y1/Y3), Eva (R/Y2) or Rowan (Y3)  

https://www.homerun-app.com/
mailto:info@homerun-app.com
https://www.homerun-app.com/schools


TERM 4 WEEK 3 ATTENDANCE  
 

  

 

 
Congratulations to Year 2 

 
 

Whole school attendance from September is 94.74; our whole school  
attendance target is 96% 

 
Did you know that if your child misses as little as ½ day a week, they will have 

missed and ENTIRE YEAR of schooling by the time they finish year 11? 
 

Please remember every day in school counts! 
 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

89.93% 88.33% 98.57% 95.35% 92.07% 92.14% 93.57% 

ST ANDREW’S PARENT SURVEY 

Thank you to everyone who completed our Parent Survey last term. We really appreciate your feedback 
as it helps us to make things even better! 100% of respondents said that their child was happy at  
St Andrew’s and 98% felt that their child does well here – wonderful to hear.  

Some respondents (5%) felt that the school did not make them aware of what their child will learn during 
the year. This year we have introduced a more comprehensive and thorough overview of the learning 
that is planned for each term. Parents receive a copy of the Learning Journey, children have a copy in 
their books, and it is also on the website. We hope that this will give you more information about what 
the children are doing during the term. Our website is undergoing some changes now so please do keep 
an eye on it! We hope you will be able to find what you are looking for more easily whilst also receiving 
reminders through HomeRun, email, social media and letters.  

We also sent out a survey about Communication. 77% of respondents said that they had enough  
notice of events happening at school, but this is still an area we are working hard to improve. 88% of  
respondents felt that they had just the right amount of information from school and most people  
preferred email and text as the means of communication.  

We really value your feedback and you do not need to wait for a survey to raise an issue, ask questions 
or share your thoughts. Do let us know how we are doing!  


